LIFE   OF  LORD   HEDESDALE
According to Hansard John Mitford made his maiden
speech in connection with the trial of Warren Hastings,
whose petition he supported against Burke's violent
language, and his complaint of the introduction of irrele-
vant matter, prejudicial to his interests. Mitford main-
tained that:
"If true the allegations of the Petition deserved the
greatest attention; if false, the person who presented it
merited the severest censure. The Articles were full of
the foulest criminal charges and Mr. Hastings was to be
considered as a man who stood charged with these
crimes. If he was guilty, he ought to fall by the oppression
of those crimes and not by the weight of his accusers.
Proceedings of the kind should be carried on so as to do
honour to the House and there were two things which
ought to be strictly adhered to by the advocates who con-
ducted them; viz., never to bring forward a fact which was
a matter of calumny to the accused, nor to inflame the
passions of those who were to decide as judges. The House
would recollect that a Committee of the whole House
attended every day of the trial to lend their countenance
and support to the managers. It behoved the latter, there-
fore, to be extremely guarded in what they said. If they
asserted a calumny, the Lords could not act with the same
freedom that an ordinary Court of Justice could. Every
advocate at a bar who dared to say what may affect the
criminal's character was amenable to the laws of his
country. The Lords could only stop a manager if he went
into extraneous matter; they could not commit him, nor
could he be punished. Mr. Hastings therefore, very wisely,
instead of appealing to the justice of the Lords, had made
application to the candour of the Commons, which alone
could afford him redress. If that House suffered anything
to be done that was contrary to the delicacy which ought
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